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NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 
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ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE: PAPER I 
 
Time: 2½ hours   100 marks 
 

 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY 

1. This paper consists of 10 pages and an Insert of 9 pages (i–ix). Please check that 
your question paper is complete. 

2. Read the questions carefully. 

3. Answer ALL the questions. 

4. Please start each question on a new page.  

5. Number your answers exactly as the questions are numbered.  

6. It is in your own interest to write legibly and to present your work neatly.  
 

  



NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE: ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE: PAPER I Page 2 of 10 

IEB Copyright © 2023 

SECTION A  COMPREHENSION 
 

Read Text 1 on page i of the Insert and answer Questions 1.1 to 1.22. 
 

Refer to paragraph 1.  
   

1.1 Why do you think the journalist used informal language in the opening 
paragraph?  

 
(1) 

   

1.2 Do you feel that the informal register is appropriate? Give a reason for your 
answer. 

 
(2) 

   

1.3 Provide one word for the following detailed description.  
   

 'Maybe your head and shoulders begin to bob. Pretty soon, you might be 
on your feet, busting a move, joyously belting out the lyrics.' 

 
(1) 

   

Refer to paragraph 2.  
   

1.4 It is stated that music has a physical impact on a person. Quote six 
consecutive words that support this statement. 

 
(1) 

   

1.5 Is it easy to understand the brain? Refer to the text to support your opinion. (2) 
   

1.6 Is the underlined phrase meant LITERALLY or FIGURATIVELY? Give a 
reason for your answer. 
  

 'The result is a fascinating picture of the role music can play.' (2) 
   

1.7 A fascinating picture is formed of the role music can play in various aspects 
of the human body. List TWO of the aspects mentioned.  (2) 

   

Refer to paragraph 3.  
   

1.8 What is the first thing that happens when our favourite music enters the brain? (1) 
   

1.9 What transmits dopamine? (1) 
   

1.10 Define 'rush' as it is used in the passage. (1) 
   

Refer to paragraph 4.  
   

1.11 Does the term 'evidence' make the passage more believable? 
Give a reason for your answer. (1) 

   

1.12 State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE. Support your 
opinion by referring to information provided in the text.  

   

 Music has healing qualities. (2) 
   

1.13 Complete the following saying by filling in the missing word ONLY. 
 
Music can make you feel as fit as a … (1) 

   

1.14 Give a synonym for the word 'protect'. (1) 
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Refer to paragraph 5.  
   
1.15 Select the correct option by writing down only the question number and the 

letter corresponding to your choice, e.g., 1.15 E.  
   
 A possible meaning for 'vinyl' in the context of the passage is …  
   
 A a black disc containing audio. 

B a group of plastics used to make flooring. 
C plastic used when making clothing. 
D the digital processing of material. 

 
 
 

(1) 
   
1.16 Give the names of the artists associated with the following genres:  
   
 1.16.1 Jazz 

 
1.16.2 Country (2) 

   
1.17 Which results are being referred to in the following sentence?  
   
 'Different styles can produce the same results …' (1) 
   
1.18 Taking into account your answer to 1.17, what effect will music that you do 

not enjoy listening to have on your brain? (1) 
   
Refer to paragraph 6.  
   
1.19 What effect can music with positive lyrics have on your brain? (1) 
   
1.20 When is someone considered an expert? (1) 
   
1.21 Using your own words describe TWO ways in which the author suggests 

you use music for learning.  
 

(2) 
   
1.22 List the TWO types of music that will help you to stay calm and focused 

when you study. (2) 
 

30 marks 
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SECTION B SUMMARY 
 
QUESTION 2  SHOW UNDERSTANDING BY SUMMARISING 
 
Read Text 2 on page ii of the Insert and complete the following instructions. 
 
People often listen to music and experience a sensation of pleasure. Having read 
Text 2, summarise in your own words FIVE reasons why people listen to music. 
 
Instructions: 
 

• Your summary should be in point form. 

• Number your points from 1–5. 

• Write in full sentences. 

• Your summary should not exceed 60 words. 

• Write the number of words in brackets at the end of your summary. 

• Pay attention to grammar, spelling, punctuation and sentence construction. 
 

10 marks 
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SECTION C  POETRY 
 
QUESTION 3  MAKING MEANING OF POETRY: SEEN POEMS 
 
Read the poem, 'Alexandra', in Text 3 on page iii of the Insert and answer 
Questions 3.1 to 3.6. 
 
Refer to the title of the poem and the poem as a whole.  
   
3.1 Does the title of the poem refer to a person or a place? Give a reason for 

your choice. (2) 
   
3.2 What type of relationship does the speaker and Alexandra have? Explain. (2) 
   
Refer to stanza 1.  
   
3.3 How does the speaker view 'other mothers' in comparison to Alexandra? (1) 
   
Refer to stanza 2.  
   
3.4 Explain the simile found in the line below: 

  
 'We fall out of them like we fall out of life to death.' (2) 
   
Refer to stanza 3.  
   
3.5 The speaker paints a very clear picture of poverty. Provide the TWO 

aspects that emphasise this idea. (2) 
   
Refer to stanzas 4 and 5.  
  
3.6 Alexandra is continuously causing the speaker pain. Quote the line that 

supports this statement.  
 

(1) 
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AND 
 
Read the poem, 'Phenomenal woman', in Text 4 on pages iv–v of the Insert 
and answer Questions 3.7 to 3.12. 
 
Refer to stanza 1.  
   
3.7 3.7.1 State the way in which the speaker does not fit into the 'norm' 

created by society. 
 

(1) 
   
 3.7.2 How do the other women react to this? (1) 
   
Refer to stanza 2.  
   
3.8 The men react in a certain manner when seeing the speaker. List TWO of 

these reactions. (2) 
   
3.9 The speaker states that she walks into a room 'as cool' as she pleases. Do 

you think that she expects a certain reaction from men? Give a reason for 
your answer. 

 
 

(2) 
   
Refer to stanza 4.  
   
3.10 Briefly discuss the metaphor ('The sun of my smile') in line 39. (1) 
   
Refer to stanza 5.  
  
3.11 Quote the refrain of the poem. (1) 
   
3.12 What conclusion can be drawn from the last stanza? (2) 

[20] 
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QUESTION 4  MAKING MEANING OF POETRY: UNSEEN POETRY 
 
Read the poem, 'Spring Welcome Concert', in Text 5 on page vi of the Insert 
and answer Questions 4.1 to 4.8. 
 
Refer to stanza 1.  
   
4.1 Who announced the 'joyful surprise'? (1) 
   
4.2 Explain how the enjambment enhances the idea of the sun shining during 

spring. 
 

(1) 
   
4.3 Identify the tone found in line 3. Give a reason for your answer. (2) 
   
Refer to stanza 2.  
   
4.4 What is a stanza consisting of four lines called? (1) 
   
4.5 What image is created when the speaker mentions all the different birds joining 

in song? Quote from the poem to support your answer. (2) 
   
Refer to stanza 3.  
   
4.6 Select the correct option by writing down only the question number and the 

letter corresponding to your choice, e.g., 4.6 E. (1) 
   
 Identify the sound device in line 9: 'The sound of strumming, woodpeckers 

drumming'. 

A Alliteration 
B Assonance 
C Consonance 
D Repetition  

   
4.7 Why are the following words placed in inverted commas?  
   
 'Spring welcome concert' (1) 
   
4.8 Who will be performing at the concert? (1) 
 [10] 
 

30 marks 
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SECTION D  COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE 
 
QUESTION 5  ADVERTISEMENT 
 
Study the advertisement in TEXT 6 on page vii of the Insert and answer 
Questions 5.1 to 5.4. 
 
5.1 5.1.1 Select the correct option by writing down only the question number 

and the letter corresponding to your choice, e.g., 5.1.1 E.   
   
 The purpose of this advertisement is to …  
   
 A advertise a service. 

B provide information. 
C build the brand. 
D increase sales. 

 
 
 

(1) 
   
 5.1.2 After the viewer has seen the advertisement, which TWO actions 

does the advertiser expect from the viewer? 
 

(2) 
   
5.2 There is no slogan in the advertisement.  
   
 5.2.1 Create an appropriate slogan of your own for this advertisement. (1) 
   
 5.2.2 Briefly explain why your choice in Question 5.2.1 would be an 

effective slogan. (1) 
   
 5.2.3 Explain the importance of a slogan in an advertisement. (1) 
   
5.3 Give your thoughts on whether the visuals support or overwhelm what is 

being advertised. Provide a reason for your thoughts. 
 

(2) 
   
5.4 Offer your opinion on what created the 'appeal factor' in this advertisement. (2) 

[10] 
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QUESTION 6  CARTOON 
 
Study the cartoon strip in Text 7 on page viii of the Insert and answer 
Questions 6.1 to 6.6. 
 
Refer to frame 1.  
   
6.1 How does the cartoonist illustrate that the boy is playing the piano? (1) 
   
6.2 What feeling does the girl's body language convey? Provide a reason for 

your answer. 
 

(2) 
   
Refer to frames 2 and 3.  
   
6.3 The boy experiences a change in emotion.   
   
 6.3.1 At first the boy smiles which might indicate that he likes the 

comment made by the girl. Then there is a change in emotion. 
Mention the emotion displayed by the boy in frame 3. (1) 

   
 6.3.2 Give the visual clue used by the cartoonist to illustrate the change 

mentioned in Question 6.3.1. (1) 
   
Refer to frame 4.  
  
6.4 Briefly quote AND explain the generalisation stated in the cartoon. (2) 
   
6.5 Do you think that the girl is upset about the fact that the boy simply walked 

away? Give a reason for your response. 
 

(2) 
   
Refer to the cartoon as a whole.  
   
6.6 Write down a homophone for the word 'you'.  (1) 

[10] 
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QUESTION 7  TEXTUAL EDITING 
 
Study the adapted article in Text 8 on page ix of the Insert and answer 
Questions 7.1 to 7.7. 
 
7.1 Rewrite the following sentence starting with the words in brackets. You are 

not allowed to change the meaning of the sentence. 
  

 A thin steel reed is placed between the player's lips. (The player) (2) 
   
7.2 Write down the root form of the underlined word in the following sentence:  
   
 'A thin steel reed fastened to a metal or bamboo body …' (1) 
   
7.3 'A thin steel reed fastened to a metal or bamboo body is placed between 

the (7.3.1 player's / players) lips and plucked (7.3.2 rapid). 
  
 7.3.1 Choose the correct word. (1) 

 
7.3.2 

 
Give the correct form of the word between brackets.  (1) 

   
7.4 Change the following sentence into a question by adding a tag. You only 

need to write down the missing word.  
   
 When you visit the hardware store, you're certainly not looking for a musical 

instrument, ________ you? 
 

(1) 
   
7.5 Correct the concord error in the following sentence:  
   
 The Musical Saw are both astounding and weird. (1) 
   
7.6 Rewrite the following sentence into reported speech starting with: Dan 

Farrant said that …  
   
 'In the world of music making, there is no shortage of instruments that look 

weird.' 
 

(2) 
   
7.7 Complete the following by filling in the missing word.   
   
 A person who makes and repairs wooden objects and structures is called a 

__________.  (1) 
[10] 

 

30 marks 

 
Total: 100 marks 


